General procedure for the preparation of ILs [1-4(a-e) ]: Anhydrous potassium carbonate was added to a solution of the appropriate imidazole in acetone. The mixture was stirred for 2-4 h at 25 °C. Solution of the appropriate Qchloride (Q = cation) in dichloromethane was added and the reaction mixture was stirred for 3-6 h. The resultant precipitate of potassium chloride was removed by filtration and the solvents were evaporated under vacuum. The product was extracted with acetone, the extract was filtered and solvent was removed to obtain the ILs.
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